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WORLD NEWS

UN report calls on Saudi
Arabia to release 2 women
jailed over tweets, alleging
rights abuses
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Les experts de I'ONU affirment également
avoir recueilli des preuves crédibles selon
lesquelles Salma al-Chehab a subi des
"traitements cruels, inhumains ou
dégradants". Ils évoquent "des menaces,
des insultes, du harcélement et des
méthodes inappropriées utilisées durant
son interrogatoire", en se basant
notamment sur les informations fournies
par des groupes de défense des droits
humains comme ALQST (Democracy for
the Arab World Now) et MENA Rights
Group.

Ow] f X ~ =

It is difficult to tell whether recent geopolitical
developments are increasing the potential for
repression across borders, says Alexis Thiry, a
legal adviser at Geneva-based legal advocacy

organization MENA Rights Group.

But, he adds, his organization is increasingly
working on such cases and most recently has
seen a troubling pattern emerge with the use
of a body called the Arab Interior Minister's
Council, or AIMC. It has been around since 1982
and is part of the Arab League's security
apparatus.

Falah Sayed, human rights officer with MENA
Rights Group, said Ghamdi was sentenced on the
basis of a legal framework “consistently used to
silence dissidents”.

“This legal framework is applied with a wide
discretionary power left to judges in handing
down death sentences and unfortunately Mr Al-
Ghamdi's case is far from being isolated.”

But, she added, the judges appointed to the
Specialised Criminal Court, which sentenced
Ghamdi, are selected by the Supreme Judicial
Council, the majority of whose members are
appointed by the king.

—
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Moustafa Mohammad Sharaf, 37, was
among some 110 Syrian and Lebanese
migrants who left northern Lebanon by boat
on 10 August. They were reportedly
abducted en route by the Libyan armed
group Tariq Ben Zeyad Brigade (TBZ),
according to MENA Rights Group, a Swiss-
based legal advocacy organisation.

Sharaf's brother Farhad Mamo, 38, who has
lived in Sweden since 2016, said the father-
of-two had been mistreated because of his

background.
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Separately, the MENA rights group sued
TotalEnergies (TTEF.PA) (7 on behalf of two people

who say they were subjected to detention and torture
by UAE forces at the Balhaf gas liquefaction plant
operated by Yemen LNG, in which the energy major is
the biggest shareholder with a 39.6% stake.

BNP Paribas said it regretted the advocacy groups'
choice of litigation over dialogue and that it could not|

stop all fossil-fuel financing right away.
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consumatatrail18 eil 22 a subito dopo
quella in Corea del Sud. Zeinab Fayad,
responsabile delle comunicazioni del Mena
Rights Group, con sede a Ginevra, che ha
guidato 1'appello, ha dichiarato che

"era fondamentale sollecitare 1'organizzazione
a considerare la situazione prima che il
processo and. avanti. Se la candidatura
dell'Arabia Saudita andra avanti e, peggio

ancora, finira per ospitare I'Esposizione

Universale del

2030, significhera semplicemente che il
mondo sta sorvolando sui terribili precedenti
dell'Arabia Saudita", ha dichiarato.

Devoir de vigilance :
TotalEnergies
assigné en justice
pour violations de
droits humains au
Yéemen

Troisiéme assignation en justice

sur le devoir de vigilance pour

TotalEnergies. L'ONG Mena Rights
Group a déposé une plainte le
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